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“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; 

and they loved not their lives unto the death.”  Rev. 12:11

Long ago when I 
was fifteen years 

old growing up a 
churched Lutheran in 
Minnesota, my family 
and I took a road trip 
in the summer of 2002 
to Utah. While there 
I toured the Temple 
Square in downtown 
Salt Lake City, home 
of the infamous 
Salt Lake Mormon 
Temple.  
Later that same year, 
a Mormon girl in my 
junior high school 

gave me a copy of the Book of Mormon. I read the Book 
of Mormon over and over, the Doctrine and Covenants, 
the Pearl of Great Price, and the King James version of 
the Bible — the four scriptural books which Mormons 
believe are the books given as the word of God. After 
reading Moroni 10:3-5, a passage in the Book of Mormon, 
I got “good feelings” about my testimony of the Book 
of Mormon, and I began to believe in Mormon doctrines 
and wanted to become a Latter-day Saint (the proper term 
Mormons prefer to be called).  Thus, I almost became 
a Mormon, a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (LDS).

For the next nine months, I made my journey to find truth 
— to learn if everything they taught was truth because 
I believed in everything that Mormons believed. The 
following seven points are some of their key doctrines and 
teachings:

 1)  true authority was lost after the apostles died, and the 
Church of Jesus Christ needed to be restored to earth 
through Joseph Smith in 1830 A.D.; therefore, the 
Garden of Eden is located in Jackson County, Missouri 
(D&C 117); 

2)  the Native Americans are descendants of the lost tribes 
of Israel and were cursed with dark skin (2 Nephi 
5:21); 

3)  our Heavenly Father has a body of flesh and bone and 
had a father who had a father, etc. (D&C 130:22); 

4)  Jesus suffered for our sins in Gethsemane — not on the 
cross; 

5) humans will be exalted to godhood (D&C 132); 
6)  I can be a savior to my ancestors by being baptized 

for them via proxy by the temple ceremony called the 
Baptism for the Dead (D&C 128); and

7)  the Book of Mormon is the most correct book in the 
whole earth (Book of Mormon: Introduction).

Most important of all, to accept these doctrines as truth, I 
had to believe that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. The 
foundation of all of Mormonism is based on whether or not 
Joseph Smith was a prophet.  If he were a prophet, then the 
LDS Church is the only true church on the earth, but if he 
weren’t, then everything is a hoax. As it turns out, many 
prophecies he made did not come true. 
During my nine months of searching, I learned everything 
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I needed to know about Mormonism 
and was just weeks away from being 
baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints when God 
met me in my room on three different 
nights and gave me three dreams that 
led me to knowing the true, biblical 
Jesus Christ.
I began to discover facts that proved 
the doctrines and teachings of the 
Mormon Church were just simply 
false. Just two for example: 

1the Book of Mormon, which 
claims to be the most correct book 
on earth and the Word of God, has 
had over 3,913 changes since its 
original publication in 1830;
2DNA testing has proven that 
Native Americans are of Asiatic 
descent, not from the tribes of Israel. 

My heart has always sought after God, 
and during the time I was believing 
in Mormonism, I had prayed to my 
Heavenly Father, but wasn’t getting 
any answers. I know now that my 
prayers were not answered because I 
didn’t know His Son.
Still, God worked the miracle in my 
life, and the wholeness of healing 
that God gave me, transformed my 
mind from wrong doctrine into His 
marvelous light. God renewed my 
mind and healed my intellect.  
God heals people physically in 
mysterious ways, and He heals 
emotionally as well.  Our thought-
life is said to cause 87% of all of 
our illnesses. That is why worry and 

negative thoughts create stress that 
impact the physical body — even 
if the beliefs we fully believe are 
negative and erroneous! I needed a 
healing of the mind, and I received it 
in a way I never could have imagined. 
God healed and renewed my mind 
and thinking in such a way that I now 
know what truth really is. 
From almost a Mormon to a sold-out 
Christ-follower instead, I know  I 
can’t work my way into Heaven by 
performing works in the LDS Temple 
or by any human effort; instead, I need 
the grace of God and by accepting 
what He did for me on the cross, I 
renounced all ties with Mormonism.
After leaving Mormonism behind, I 
gained a true testimony by the Spirit 
of God that I could no longer deny. 
On June 26, 2003, I was filled with the 
Holy Spirit as I testified to my youth 
group of 120 in Indiana during a youth 
retreat. 
Today my ministry and calling is 
to Mormons, and I’ve shared my 
testimony with dozens of Mormon 
missionaries. I share with them how 
God saved me out of it just before I 
joined!
In March 2011, my beautiful bride, 
Hannah, and I married and we moved 
back to Cleveland, Tennessee in the 
fall of 2012 so I could finish my 
undergraduate studies in Pastoral 
Ministry at Lee University. During this 
time in Cleveland, God has blessed 
our home, family, and ministry. 

When we move back to Minnesota 
in July of 2013, my heart’s desire 
and calling is to pastor and teach 
apologetics classes on doctrine to 
inform the church about Mormonism.  
Also, I’d like to start an outreach 
ministry to Mormons and ex-Mormons 
called Salt of the Earth, geared 
toward the Salt Lake City area, and 
by speaking to them, to encourage the 
14 million Mormons out there in the 
world that The Truth is out there.

DO WE CONTINUE?

Transformed is a volunteer work in 
response to God’s prompting in 2010 

while I was visiting my daughter and came 
to South Cleveland Church.  When I saw the 
work of God on and in His people, He said, 
“Publish their testimonies.”
We moved here last March and the first 
issue was printed in October 2012, but its 
continuance is 100% dependent upon this 
local church body because without testimony, 
there is no Transformed. Help me obey God!
Although other churches and ministers have 
seen Transformed and requested to have it 
in their churches, the response here has been 
slow and difficult.  It has taken direct request 
and persistence to even get testimonies for 
print. Yet, I know what I see God doing! And 
what we are praying for God to do!
Please stop a minute and consider what God 
has done in your life and in the lives of your 
family members and then think of the love, 
hope, encouragement, and freedom you 
would give by just writing down what God 
has done!
Scripture shows us that when we testify of 
God’s mercy and grace, signs and wonders 
increase.  Isn’t that what we all want?  Can you 
see that without your testimony, Transformed 
will end?   Please contribute!


